Biden: Bush's Comments in Israel Were Outrageous
Politico, May 15, 2008

(The Politico) Sen. Joe Biden, piling on to Democratic complaints about President
Bush's speech in Israel today:

"This is bull, this is malarkey. This is outrageous, for the president of the United States to
go to a foreign country, to sit in the Knesset . . . and make this kind of ridiculous
statement.”

Speaking before the Knesset, Bush said that “some people” believe the United States
"should negotiate with terrorists and radicals, as if some ingenious argument will
persuade them they have been wrong all along.” "We have heard this foolish delusion
before,” Bush said. "As Nazi tanks crossed into Poland in 1939, an American senator
declared: ‘Lord, if I could only have talked to Hitler, all this might have been avoided.'
We have an obligation to call this what it is--the false comfort of appeasement, which has
been repeatedly discredited by history."

Democrats have interpreted the comments as an attack on Sen. Barack Obama, and Biden
said that the president was out of line. "He is the guy who has weakened us," he said. "He
has increased the number of terrorists in the world. It is his policies that have produced
this vulnerability that the U.S. has. It's his [own] intelligence community [that] has
pointed this out, not me."

Biden noted that Secretary of Defense Robert Gates and Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice have both suggested that the United States ought to find a way to talk more with its
enemies. "If he thinks this is appeasement, is he going to come back and fire his own
cabinet?" Biden asked. "Is he going to fire Condi Rice?"

The White House insists that Bush wasn't referring specifically to Obama.
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