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Barack Obama's new running mate praises Israel In 2007 interview with 'Shalom
TV'

Yitzhak Benhorin

WASHINGTON - Senator Joe Biden, who was chosen by Democratic presidential
hopeful Barack Obama to be his running mate in the upcoming US elections, has
previously declared himself to be a Zionist. Calling Israel "the single greatest strength
America has in the Middle East," he also revealed a Jewish connection in an interview
last year.

During the interview conducted by the Jewish 'Shalom TV' Biden said, "l am a Zionist.
You don't have to be a Jew to be a Zionist." He also revealed that his son is married to a
Jewish woman, of the Berger family from Delaware, and that he had participated in a
Passover Seder at their house.

He added that "probably my most poignant Seder memory is not with the Bergers, but
what happened right after I came back from meeting Golda Meir (in 1973). | had
predicted that something was going on in Egypt. And | remember people talking about
what it meant to them if Israel were actually defeated."

Biden presented himself as a friend to Israel, which he referred to as the US' greatest
Middle East ally. "Imagine our circumstance in the world were there no Israel. How
many battleships would there be? How many troops would be stationed?" he asked.

He also called comments about Israel's connection to the war in Iraq "insulting”,
explaining that "if tomorrow, peace broke out between Israelis and Palestinians, does
anybody think there wouldn't be a full-blown war in Irag?"

Regarding the terror attacks in Israel, Biden said the Sept. 11 attacks made American
parents feel what Israeli parents have been feeling. "The difference between now and
before 9/11," he said, "is that many Americans can taste what it must feel like for every
Israeli mother and father when they send their kid out to school with their lunch to put
them on a bus, on a bicycle or to walk; and they pray to God that cell phone doesn't ring."
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