JEWISH STUDIES SCHOLARS IN SUPPORT OF BARACK OBAMA

Over two hundred scholars in Jewish Studies have signed a statement supporting Barack
Obama for president. The signers, who include some of the most prominent people in the
field, argue that “Senator Obama shares many of the values and positions held by the
majority of American Jews.” They point out that his positions on domestic and foreign
issues, including Israel’s security, are in agreement with those of most Jewish voters.

The scholars urge American Jews to vote with the “minds as well as their hearts” and to
overcome the fears of an Obama presidency stoked by false rumors circulated in the
Jewish community. “Senator Obama,” they write, “has dedicated himself to promoting
racial and religious tolerance and coexistence, speaking out against anti-Semitism and
bigotry of all kinds. He embodies the Jewish hope for a society in which race, ethnicity,
and religion are not barriers to achievement.”

The signers include faculty members and independent scholars in regions of the country,
as well as American scholars living in Israel, Canada, and Great Britain. They teach,
research, and lecture on all aspects from Jewish history, culture, and religion, from the
Bible to modern times.

The full statement and signers list follows.

As Americans we support Barack Obama for president because we believe that he is the
best person to lead our country through these difficult times. Senator Obama’s firm grasp
of the issues, his ability to work with diverse groups of people, and his humane and
progressive social vision will bring a welcome change from the governing style and
policies of the last eight years.

As scholars of Jewish Studies, we are concerned that distortions of Senator Obama’s
record and biography have caused undue anxiety among American Jews about what an
Obama presidency would mean for Israel and the Jewish community here. We urge
Jewish voters to see through the partisan attacks and recognize how much they have in
common with the senator.

Jewish Americans have long played an important role in efforts to achieve a more just
society not only for themselves, not just for other minority groups, but for all Americans.
The Obama candidacy offers us the chance to play such a role once more. In fact, Senator
Obama shares many of the values and positions held by the majority of American Jews:
--Senator Obama supports policies which promote equality of opportunity and
social justice:
--the defense of social security against attempts to privatize it.
--a fairer tax system, including tax cuts for the elderly.
--expanded health coverage and defense of Medicare.
--aid to education at all levels.
--He calls for energy independence through the development of renewable and
environmentally friendly energy sources.



--He is consistently pro-choice and pro-civil liberties, resisting attempts to blur

the boundaries between church and state.

--He opposed the misguided Iraq war from the beginning, understanding it

as a distraction from the true war on terror.
Most importantly, Senator Obama has dedicated himself to promoting racial and religious
tolerance and coexistence, speaking out against anti-Semitism and bigotry of all kinds.
He embodies the Jewish hope for a society in which race, ethnicity, and religion are not
barriers to achievement, a dream shared by African Americans.

We urge Jewish voters to vote with their minds as well as their hearts, and not to allow
themselves to be misled by pernicious lies concerning the candidate’s religious and ethnic
background. We know that most American Jews realize the danger presented by such
lies. The truth is that Senator Obama is a strong friend of Israel, a position recognized by
many Israeli leaders during his visits to that country. They understand that Senator
Obama’s foreign policy is more conducive to Israel’s security than is the bellicose Bush-
McCain approach. The Jewish Americans who know him best, those in the Chicago
community, also count him as a longtime ally and friend. They know that the rumors that
have been circulating among Jews for months — that Senator Obama is a Muslim who
would be hostile to Israel and Jewish interests — are patently false attempts to play to
Jewish fears.

Finally, we are concerned about the possibility that John McCain’s running mate, Sarah
Palin, might become president. Not only has she has shown herself to be unready to take
over should something happen to Senator McCain, but she shown herself to be at odds
with the values of most American Jews throughout her political career: She supports the
teaching of creationism in the public schools, failed to acknowledge the human role in
climate change, and opposed the right to an abortion even in cases of rape or incest.

The stakes are high in this election. Hillary Clinton got it right in her convention speech:
We can move forward, or we can have four more years of the disastrous Bush policies of
war, economic crisis, and cronyism. We hope that Jewish Americans, and all Americans,
will choose to move forward by electing Barack Obama president.
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Daniel E. Fleming, New York University

Harriet Freidenreich, Temple University
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Judith L. Goldstein, Vassar College

Michael Gottsegen, Brown University

Deborah Green, University of Oregon

Cheryl Greenberg, Trinity College
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Atina Grossmann, Cooper Union
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Rachel Havrelock, University of Illinois at Chicago
Joel Hecker, Reconstructionist Rabbinical College
Kathryn Hellerstein, University of Pennsylvania
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Mitchell Hart, University of Florida

Paula Hyman, Yale University

Miriam Isaacs, University of Maryland — College Park
Susan Jacobowitz, Queensborough Community College, CUNY
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Samuel D. Kassow, Trinity College

Ira Katznelson, Columbia University

Ellie Kellman, Brandeis University
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Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblet, New York University
Rebecca Kobrin, Columbia University

Madeline Kochen, University of Michigan
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Leslie Morris, University of Minnesota

Kenneth Moss, The Johns Hopkins University
Andrea Most, University of Toronto

David N. Myers, UCLA

Stanley Nash, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion
Anita Norich, University of Michigan

Saul M. Olyan, Brown University

Annelise Orleck, Dartmouth College

Avinoam Patt, University of Hartford

Noam Pianko, University of Washington

Annie Polland, Lang College, The New School
Riv-Ellen Prell, University of Minnesota

Dana Rabin, History, University of Illinois

Sanford Ragins, Occidental College

Marc Lee Raphael, College of William and Mary
Michael A. Riff, Ramapo College

Meri-Jane Rochelson, Florida International University
Dale Rosengarten, College of Charleston



Michael Rothberg, University of Illinois

Joel Rubin, University of Virginia

David Ruderman, University of Pennsylvania
Marina Rustow, Emory University

S.1. Salamensky, UCLA

Jack Salzman, Hunter College, CUNY

Seth L. Sanders, Trinity College

Marianne Sanua, Florida Atlantic University

Ellen Schiff, Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts
Jonathan Schofer, Harvard University

Esther Schor, Princeton University

Joshua Schreier, Vassar College

Seth Schwartz, Jewish Theological Seminary
Naomi Seidman, Graduate Theological Seminary
Robert M. Seltzer, Hunter College, CUNY

Ann R. Shapiro, Farmingdale State College

Vered Shemtov, Stanford University

Jeffrey S. Shoulson, University of Miami

David Silver, University of Delaware

Jonathan Skolnik, University of Massachusetts — Amherst
Mark Slobin, Wesleyan University

Mark S. Smith, New York University

Naomi Sokoloff, University of Washington

Gerald Sorin, SUNY-New Paltz

Daniel Soyer, Fordham University

Michael F. Stanislawski, Columbia University
Richard L. Stein, University of Oregon

Sarah Abrevaya Stein, UCLA

Michael P. Steinberg, Brown University

Michael Steinlauf, Gratz College

Elsie Stern, Reconstructionist Rabbinical College
Michael Stern, University Of Oregon

Shelly Tenenbaum, Clark University

David A. Teutsch Reconstructionist Rabbinical College
Ellen M. Umansky, Fairfield University

Agnes Veto, Vassar College

Val Vinokur, Eugene Lang College/The New School
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Chava Weissler, Lehigh University

Gary Weissman, University of Cincinnati

Beth Wenger, University of Pennsylvania

Stephen J. Whitfield, Brandeis University

Diane L. Wolf, University of California -- Davis
Elliot R. Wolfson, New York University

Seth Wolitz, University of Texas — Austin

Billy Yalowitz, Temple University



James E. Young, University of Massachusetts -- Amherst
Eric Zakim, University of Maryland — College Park
Michael Zakim, Tel Aviv University
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Froma I. Zeitlin, Princeton University

Steven J. Zipperstein, Stanford University

Jeremy Zwelling, Wesleyan University

*Institutional affiliations are for identification purposes only and do not imply
institutional endorsement.
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